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The survey, Contemporary Political Awareness and Issues was given to a college 1100 U.S. Government and Politics class. From the survey spouts a shocking realization that modern Utah youth have a dangerous lack of knowledge of our political system. Of the people in the college class only half knew the names of the current president and vice president. Less than thirty percent could name one of the Utah senators. Less than twenty percent knew the name of a member of the House of Representatives or the governor of Utah.  There is no wonder that less than half of the population is showing up at the poles during elections. Yet sixty four percent of the class associated themselves with a political group. 

When asked what party the students associate themselves with thirty four percent called themselves Liberals, thirty four percent called themselves Conservative and the other thirty two percent where either undecided or unaffiliated with either. To sift through the group that is unaffiliated each student was asked a series of statements about political stances and asked to agree or disagree with each. This turned up some interesting numbers that showed that some students may consider themselves a liberal or conservative but have ideas that are from the other party. 
The students were given a mix of conservative and liberal ideas addressed on the survey. Of the ideas given most of the class agreed with the liberal ideas over the conservative ones. The conservative ideas that are supported by the majority are as follow. The United States Government should promote additional tax cuts to stimulate the economy. Fifty five percent of the students agreed with this statement while forty two disagreed and three percent didn’t answerer. Another statement majority supported by the conservatives was, the United States should implement a more restrictive immigration policy. Fifty eight percent agreed with forty two disagreeing. One hundred percent participated but just barely enough to make the conservative ideal the majority. The last question was; should law abiding citizens have the right to keep and bear arms? Ninety five percent of the class felt that bearing arms is a first amendment right while five percent disagreed with the idea. Out of the ten questions asked only three of them where supported by the conservative view.
The questions that where majority favored by the liberals where as follow. Should the United States relax some 1st Amendment rights to fight terrorism? Twenty one percent of the students agreed with this idea while seventy nine percent disagreed, with overwhelming support for the liberal party. Should same sex marriage be recognized by states and the federal government? Sixty one percent of the students agreed while thirty nine percent didn’t agree.  
Should the United States implement stricter rules dealing with emissions to reduce global warming if the rules reduce economic productivity? Fifty five percent of the students agreed while forty two disagreed leaving three percent undecided. Should physician-assisted suicide be allowed for terminally-ill patients if they so chose? Sixty eight percent agreed while thirty two percent disagreed. Should the United States implement a system of universal health care for all citizens? Sixty one percent agreed while thirty two percent disagreed. Two percent was undecided. Should the United States withdraw its military presence in Iraq? Fifty eight percent agreed while thirty nine percent disagreed and three percent was undecided. Should the United States withdraw its military presence in Afganistan? Fifty eight percent agreed while thirty nine percent disagreed and three percent was undecided. Since seven out of ten statements were supported by liberal ideals it shows that more than half of the students despite whether or not they consider themselves conservative actually have liberal ideals. 
College students tend to be more liberal than their parents, on average younger people are liberal while older people tend to be more conservative. There is a similar relationship between genders. Men tend to be more conservative while women are more liberal.  Based on the average age of this class being twenty one and having a ration of forty five percent men and fifty five percent women; it’s not suppressing that even thought thirty four percent of the class consider themselves to be conservative the overall agreement is with liberal ideas. 
